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SafeAssign at SDCCD  
The Student Guide  
   
   
What is SafeAssign?  
SafeAssign is Blackboard's plagiarism prevention service.  By comparing student papers to billions of 
other resources, SafeAssign helps expose and deter plagiarism.   SafeAssign provides instructors with 
information they can use to decide whether or not plagiarism has occurred.  SafeAssign comes built into 
SDCCD's Course Management System, Blackboard Vista 8.  
   
What are papers checked against?  
Each SafeAssignment is compared against resources in the following databases:  

1. Internet - comprehensive index of documents available for public access online (indexed using 
Windows Live Search)  

2. ProQuest ABI/Inform database - over 1,100 publication titles and about 2.6 million articles 
from 1990s to present time, updated weekly (exclusive access)  

3. SDCCD Institutional Database  - all papers submitted to SafeAssign by users at SDCCD  
4. Blackboard's Global Reference Database - all papers that were voluntarily submitted by 

students from Blackboard client institutions to help prevent cross-institutional plagiarism  

In addition to being checked against these resources, students' work will also be added to the SDCCD 
Institutional Database where it will be used to check other papers that are submitted to this institution 
via SafeAssign.  
   
How do I use SafeAssign?   
Students only have access to the service through the SafeAssignments created by the instructor.  After 
clicking the SafeAssignment link, the Upload SafeAssignment page will appear. Upon viewing a 
SafeAssignment, students will find the following Release Statement above the assignment instructions:  
   

 

SafeAssign Release Statement - San Diego Community College District  
 
I understand that this assignment will be checked against several databases for 
original content and will produce an originality report which my instructor and I can 
view. This report will show how my paper compares to documents available on the 
Internet, in many print journals, a database of other papers submitted by San Diego 
Community College students, as well as a Global Database of papers submitted by 
all users of SafeAssign.  
   
I understand that my paper will be added to the San Diego Community College 
District database for comparison of future papers against my work. I also 
understand that if I select I agree to submit my paper to the Global Reference 
Database, I am agreeing to have my paper stored in a Global Reference Database 
of work so that future work of all students using the SafeAssign system can be 
compared against my work. I understand that submitting my paper to the Global 
Reference Database is completely voluntary.  

I maintain ownership of the original intellectual property created, but this document 
must remain a part of the SafeAssign Institutional and Global Databases. 

   
How Do I Submit a SafeAssignment? 

1. Click on the SafeAssignment link; the Upload SafeAssignment page will appear  
2. After reading the Release Statement (see gray box above), browse for and attach your file  
3. Decide whether or not to submit a copy to Blackboard's Global Reference Database  
4. When you are ready to submit your assignment, click Submit.  

  File types accepted as SafeAssignments: .doc, .docx, .odt, .rtf, .html, .txt, .pdf  
   



 

 
 
What information does the Originality Report include?  
Reports for all SafeAssignments can be made available to students if the instructor chooses to do so.  
The Originality Report provides a detailed summary of all matches found between the student's 
assignment and assignments from the database.  The report outlines the individual lines of text where a 
match occurred.  It is up to both the instructor and the student to analyze the report information and 
decide whether the matching text was cited properly or not.  It is important to go over every match to 
catch matching errors caused by different citing methods.  

The Originality Report is comprised of three sections:  
1. Paper Information: Includes the author, the match percentage, and the date/time of 

submission.  It also allows you to download, e-mail, or view a printable version of the report. 
2. Submission Comment: Includes any student comments that were also submitted. 
3. Suspected Sources: This section of the report contains all of the sources that might have been 

plagiarized in the submitted assignment.  
4. Paper Text: This section contains the submitted assignment.  All of the suspect text is identified 

and clicking on the text will provide information about the potentially plagiarized source as well 
as the percent chance that the text was copied from that source.  

How do I interpret SafeAssign scores?  
The Originality Report contains two types of scores:  

 Sentence Matching Score - the probability that the specific phrase/sentence was 
copied.  For example, a score of 85% means that there is an 85% chance that the 
phrase was plagiarized and a 15% chance that the similarity is just a coincidence.  

 Overall Score - the percentage of the assignment that matched other sources.  This 
score is only meant to alert the possibility of plagiarism; submissions should always be 
reviewed to see whether or not the matches found are actual instances of plagiarism.  

o Overall Score < 15%: These submissions usually contain some quotes and 
common phrases or lines of text that match preexisting sources.  These papers 
usually don't need to be reviewed because no evidence of plagiarism was found. 

o Overall Score between 15% and 40%: These submissions contain a large 
amount of quoted or paraphrased content or could contain plagiarism.  These 
should be further reviewed to see if plagiarism has taken place.  

o Overall Score > 40%: These submissions contain an excessive amount of 
quoted or paraphrased content and it is most likely that plagiarism has taken 
place.  These should ALWAYS be reviewed to ensure that the content was 
properly attributed to its original owner, and that plagiarism has not taken place.  

 
How long does it take to receive the SafeAssign report?  
Reports are not generated instantaneously - it usually takes from several seconds to a few minutes to 
receive a report. During busy times of the term, reports may take as long as 72 hours to process.  
 
Find more information on SafeAssign:  

 Bb Wiki: http://wiki.safeassign.com  
 24/7 HelpDesk: https://www.sdccdonline.net/help  
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